CPC Winter Study Fellowship – 2012 – Doctrines of Grace – God’s Covenant - Session 12
I.  God’s First Covenant with Man – Covenant of Works

A.  Life for Adam/posterity promised upon condition of obedience

B.  A gracious covenant 

1.  Life was given (graced) to Adam

2.  Adam had no claim to life – not meritorious
3.  Obedience was not meritorious, merely conditional (Luke 17:7-10)
4.  Obedience was Adam’s duty because of the creator/creature relationship

C.  An unconditional covenant – This covenant has conditions, but those conditions are instituted on God’s terms.  God condescends to Adam.  God does not owe Adam anything.  God graciously gives Adam life and maintains life for Adam on the terms He has instituted.

D.  Adam falls, and with him, all of humanity.  Now Adam is unable to meet the conditions of the Covenant of Works.

E.  This covenant is rightly termed the Covenant of Works because works (obedience) are the terms of the covenant.

II.  God’s Second Covenant with Man – Covenant of Grace   
A.  Eternal life for the elect promised upon condition of the redeeming work of the redeemer – Jesus Christ (Gen. 3:15).

B.  A gracious covenant 

1.  Redemption for the elect is a gracious gift upon the promised work of a redeemer.



2.  The elect have no claim to life.

3.  The obedience of faith is a condition that is given (graced) to the elect (Eph. 2:8-9, John 6:29).

C.  An unconditional covenant -  This covenant also has conditions that are instituted on God’s terms.  In the Word of God, and the Incarnate Word of God, He condescends to His people and graciously provides redemption through the work of His Redeemer.

D.  This covenant is rightly termed the Covenant of Grace because God himself provides the work required to meet the conditions of the Covenant through the atoning work of His Son, Jesus Christ.
E.  The Covenant of Grace has always been the same in substance.

F.  The Covenant of Grace has been administered differently in different periods of biblical history (epochs, dispensations).

G.  Prior to Christ’s arrival into human history, the Covenant of Grace was revealed through shadows and types revealed in the Old Testament with increasing growth and development.  After Christ’s arrival at the time of the New Testament, these shadows and types were no longer necessary because He is their fulfillment (Luke 24:13-27).
H.  The Covenant of Grace is an agreement, not between God and man, but rather between the Persons of the Godhead.  The terms are:


1.  God the Father agreed to give His Son – John 3:16, Matt. 25:34, Rev. 13:8

2.  Christ agreed to give his life as a ransom for many – John 10:17-18

3.  Spirit agreed to apply Christ’s redemption to the Father’s elect – Rom. 8:9, 13-16.

III.  Summary Points


A.  Both covenants are unconditional – God does not covenant with man on man’s terms.

B.  Both covenants are gracious expressions – relationship and life are His gifts.
C.  Work is an aspect of both covenants – the obedience of Adam, the obedience of Christ as the second Adam, and a relationship between God and His people that involves obedience flowing out of love.
IV.  Some Implications of a One Covenant of Grace View of Scripture


A.  There is one church extending through all ages – Acts 7:38, Eph. 2:11-20, Rom. k11

“Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by those who call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (that done in the body by the hands of men)---remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.


For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.


Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. (Eph. 2:11-20)

B.  The Old Testament ordinances are superseded by the New Testament ordinances because the Old Testament ordinances were a foreshadowing of Christ’s redemption.

C.  Because of the unity of this covenant in all ages, the apostle Paul can interchange the terminology of the Old Testament and New Testament periods.  For example:


“In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. (Col. 2:11-12)
.
