-Imagine most of the foundations & structures of your life changing simultaneously & irrevocably.

-Imagine being rejected by the 1 flesh & blood person who knew you the best, with whom you were the most vulnerable.

-Imagine being so overwhelmed by gut wrenching grief that you are unable to be the parent, friend or employee you’d like to be & you are called to be.

-Imagine having your old life ripped apart AND getting used to the fact that some of the parts of your old life just don’t work & won’t ever work anymore.

-Imagine losing your financial security, possibly having to relocate your home, dividing all your assets & possessions, & possibly having to get a different job or maybe a job for the 1st time in a long time.

-Imagine disappointing your children, your mother & father, your siblings, your extended family & friends—OR at least making them feel uncomfortable & possibly angry by your very presence.

-Imagine breaking a covenant you made before God in front of all your family & friends.

-Imagine feeling like you’re being judged by yourself, your family & your God.

-Imagine losing the one you loved the most & committed your life to—EXCEPT he/she is still alive & an open wound festers continually as you have to deal with that person regarding 
--your child’s welfare, education & custody, 
--property & financial arrangements, 
--holidays and the list goes on & on.  
Each interaction is a minefield that holds the possibility of replaying difficult emotions by yourself or your ex.
Of course, not all of these scenarios are true for every divorcing person, but many of them are common.
Generally, no one sends cards or flowers.  No one drops by with food to offer their condolences.  
People don’t behave in traditional ways of expressing love or care to those who have just experienced a tremendous loss.

In fact, some people actually avoid you because they don’t know what to say or may feel uncomfortable because everything that defined you has just changed.

In Matt. 9:12-13 Jesus says, “It is not the healthy who needs a doctor, but the sick.  But go & learn what this means:  I desire mercy, not sacrifice.  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Divorce gives the body of Christ an opportunity to follow Jesus’ example by bringing care to those in need.  People experiencing the pain of divorce are some of the sick people Jesus came to save.

As the body of Christ we are called to give acceptance & care to those who need it most.

St. Ministers are trained to build & maintain a trusting, confidential relationship so the divorcing person can find the courage to face up to difficult memories, feelings & choices.  
St. Ministers are trained to give the gift of unconditional positive regard—which of course, we can only do with God’s help.
We listen, encourage people to get feelings out in the open, & provide opportunities to deal with rejection, anger & hurt.

We’re there to help sort through the succession of feelings—which is one way that people grieve.

St. Ministers are also there to gently respond to denial 
-To give extra support on special dates like anniversaries, Val Day, Mother/Father’s Day

-To encourage the divorcing person to try out new ways of being

-And to encourage the divorcing person to continue on the long journey through the process of grief that results from divorce.

Covenant Presbyterian has both male & female St. Ministers trained & willing to come along side to walk through the process of recovering from divorce.

Romans 5:5 says, “Now hope does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

St. Ministers lay claim to that hope to point the divorcing person to that hope that does not disappoint because of the love of God.

